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keeping materials.    At this age companions appeared to
have the least appeal.
Some of the favorite play materials are the least expensive.
Boxes of all sizes, trees, fences, cellar doors, a swing, a see-
saw, planks of different widths — six to twelve inches —
raised at one end, rocks to climb up, a little ladder firmly
fastened to the barn or garage, the kitchen stepladder chair
— all these provide opportunity for the development of the
large muscles. White paint or chalk may be used to draw
lines for the child to walk on. A piece of tape or even a
crack in the floor may furnish amusement, and training in
balance and good posture. Concentric circles may be drawn
on the ground or painted on the floor of the barn or garage.
The child may stand in the center of these circles and see
how many circles he can jump across.
Some mothers say, "I'm afraid he will fall and hurt him-
self if I let him climb." The chances are that if he learns
to climb first a low sturdy chair, a small fence, a firmly
fastened ladder of two or three rounds, and gradually more
difficult things, he will not hurt himself so much as if he
were allowed no opportunities for climbing when he was
three and four years old, and at six years attempted the
difficult stunts the other children were doing.
\Vhat toys to provide depends partly on the child's en-
vironment. The country furnishes a wealth of natural play
material. The seashore also has its own play things — its
immense sand table, its shells and stones, its logs, and the
curious things washed up by the sea. These need only a
little supplementing. In cities and crowded places the prob-
lem becomes more acute. Back yards, fenced-in flat roofs,
a near-by park or vacant lot have already been suggested.
The sidewalk outside the house may have to be resorted to.
At least one can roller skate on it if the law allows, and
hoops, express wagons, kiddie cars, and doll carriages may
be used here if consideration is shown for pedestrians.
Toy hoes, rakes, brooms, and other household and farm
implements are apt to be too poorly constructed to do real
work with. Standard tools of the smallest size that is made,

